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Minutes of the Alliance General Body Meeting Tucson, AZ – October 1, 2015 at 6pm Eastern
John Gregory chaired the meeting which started at 6pm.
Minutes of the Spring 2015 Alliance General Body Meeting held in Washington DC, February 25, 2015:
· Joe Law moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Cassandra Runyon. All present were in favor of the motion to approve the minutes.
Treasurer report by Toni Galvin
· Toni Galvin mentioned that the invoices for the dues will be mailed in December.
VSA Report by Leslee Gilbert
Leslee Gilbert made a presentation on the current situation in Washington DC. The main points were as follows:
· NSGA Major Issues
· Leadership Turmoil and End Game for 2017

· F17 Appropriations Bill in the House and Senate

· NASA Reauthorization

· House Leadership Change

· Speaker Resignation

· Landscape of the GOP Caucus

· Outlook for House Leadership

· Short term Outlook

· 2016 Calendar Year Outlook - Four main scenarios for the end of the year

i. Republicans go for sequestration; not supported by the Democrats

ii. New Murray-Ryan agreement; not supported by the freedom caucus

iii. Yearlong CR

iv. Government shut down

· FY2016 Appropriations – House

· House CJS Bill includes flat funding for Space Grant

· Passed House June 3rd
· Space Grant Appropriated at $40M

· Current Bill: “… and Space Grant shall be [appropriated]for the National Space Grant College Program
· Express concern over NASA Overhead

· Current House Report Language: “The Committee is concerned that NASA’s overhead for this program is about 19%. NASA shall make every effort to achieve efficiencies to ensure that no more than 5% of the amounts provided for the program are used for administration and other overhead costs”

· Includes direction for NASA evaluation process

· Current House Report Language: “… the committee is aware that NASA is planning for an independent evaluation of the Space Grant Program. NASA is encouraged to ensure that there is no gap in Space Grant operations while the evaluation is underway. NASA shall provide the committee with periodic updates regarding the status of the evaluation process”

· FY2016 Appropriations – Senate

· Senate CJS Bill provides flat funding at $40M

· Passed full committee – June 11th
· Includes direction for percentage allocation

· Current Senate Report Language: “The Committee …. directs NASA to support an extension of the current Space Grant Program, and to allocate the entire funding amount for consortia-led institutions in all 52 participating jurisdiction according to the percentage allocation provided to States in the current 5-year grant award.”
· Includes direction on NASA evaluations

· Current Senate Report Language: “The Committee is supportive of independent evaluations to access effectiveness of NASA programs, but cautions that NASA should not use the evaluation process to preemptively interrupt ongoing activities.”

· NASA Reauthorization

· House Bill (HR 810) – Passed House February 2015 and sent to Senate

i. Includes language supporting Space Grant

ii. FY 16-17 Reauthorization Bill introduced (HR 2039) – supports Space Grant

· Senate Bill – STATUS pending
· Joe Danek talked about the unobligated funds from FY10-FY16
Mary Sandy moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:45pm. Keith Hudson seconded the motion. All were in favor

