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NSGA FY 2006 Budget Request: NSGA requestsa FY 06 appropriation for SpaceGrant of $29,550,000,
a $1,350,000ncreae over the FY 05 appropriation and a $10,450,000ncrease over the President's request

In FY 05, the Congressappropriated $28.2milli on for the SpaceGrant program. The foll owing language was
included in the FY 05 amnibus bill:

“T he conferees haveincluded $28,200,00@0r the Nationd Spae Grant College andFellowship program. This
amourt is anincrease of $9,100,00@0 the fiscal year 2005 budgt request The amourt provided will fund 40
states at $575,000=ach and 12states at $350,000each as well as $1,000,00Gor administrative expenses.”

Inlight of the President’s FY 06 budgt, with aciossthe-board cutsin the NASA Higher Education Program,
the NSGA Board revised the FY 06 appropriations request from $31,050,00@0 $29,550,000.This would
include $20.4milli onfor 34 states at $600,000 $7.65millionfor 18 states at $425,000and $1.5milli on for
the SpaceGrant Network Enhancement Award (competitive awaud that would broaden and increase the num-
ber of participating institutions in the SpaceGrant network). While the FY 06 budgt does nat show a spedfic
line item for SpaceGrant. The President’s FY 06 budgt requestfor SpaceGrant is likely to be at $19.1mil-
lionagain.

Congessnan Ralph Hall (R-4,TX) and Congressnan Brad Mill er (D-13 NC) have agreed to co-author the
“Dear Colleggue” letter to the House Appropriations Committee’s Subcommitteeon Science, State, Justice,
and Commerce and Related Agencies (SSJG. Senator Chuck Hagel (R-NE) and Senator Debhie Stabenow
(D-MI) have agreed to co-author the “Dear Colleague” letter to the Senate Appropriations Committee’s sub-
committee

U.S. House of Representatives: The House Appropriations Committeehas recently reorganized its appro-
priations subcommittees from 13to 1Q (1) Agriculture; (2) Defense; (3) Energy and Water, (4) Foreign Op-
erdions; (5) Interior and Environment; (6) Homeland Seaurity; (7) Labor, Hedth and Human Services and
Educaion; (8) Milit ary Quality of Life and Veterans Affairs; (9) Science, State, Justice, and Commer ce,
and Related Agencies; and (10) Transportation, Treasury and Housing.

The SSJICAppropriations Subcommitteeis resporsible for severd agencies formedy under the purview of the
VA-HUD-I ndependent Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee including NASA, NSF, and OSTP. The
members of the new subcommitteeare Frank R. Wolf (R-10, VA), Chair, Dave Weldon(R —15,FL), Vice
Chair), Alan B. Mollohan (D-1, WV) ranking member, Chaides H. Taylor (R-11 NC), Jose E. Serrano (D-16,
NY), Mark S. Kirk (R-10,IL), Robert E. "Bud’ Cramer, Jr. (D-5, AL), Patrick J. Kennedy (D-1, Rl), Virgil
Goock (R-5, VA), Chaka Fattah (D-2, PA), Ray LaHood (R-18,IL), JohnA. Culberson (R-7, TX), and Rod-
ney Alexander (R-5, LA).

NSGA, on tehalf of SpaceGrant, requested an oppatunity to testify before the new SSJCsubcommittee
Public heaings have nat yet been scheduled: the Board will be natified when this takes place

On February 17, 2005Fred Gregory, NASA Deputy Administrator (currently Acting Administrator), testified
before the House Science Committeeonthe FY 06 administration’ s budget requestfor NASA. In the opening
remark of this heaing, Congressman Sherwood Boehlert (R-24,NY) stated that his goal wasto get aNASA
reauthorization Ll prior to the appropriations process He affirmed, “I want to doan authorization kil be-
cause | think it’ s criticd that Congresshave afull and open debate onthe President’s Vision for SpaceExplo-
ration and the future of NASA before NASA barrds ahead with the program. Congresshas never endarsed —
in fact, has never discussed —the Vision. What we did do,as part of a huge Omnibus hill , is provide the
money to enable NASA to continue planning hav it wantsto goforward.” In his remarks, Deputy Adminis-
trator Gregory talked abou the President’ s Visionfor SpaceExplorationinitiative. He also stated that the

FY 06 budgt included $167,000,00@0r the Office of Educaion. Chairman Boehlert’s statement and Deputy
Administrator Gregory’ s testimony can be foundat http://www.house.gov/science’heari ngs/full 05/index htm

U.S. Senate: Members of the Senate Appropriations Committee have nat accepted the House's Appropria-
tions Committeeorganizationa changes. Severd plans arebeing considered on hav to reorganizethe struc-
ture of the Appropriations Committeebut members have nat yet voted onany. One of the rationales for the
reorganization s to streamline the appropriations processand reducethe likelihood d ayear-ed annibus
appropriations hill . If the House and Senate subcommitteejurisdictions aredifferent, a year-ead annibus for
FYO06is viewed as highly likely.
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Office of Education Personnel Update: Recent changesin personrel at NASA’ s Office
of Educdionarehaving alarge impad on SpaceGrant. The departures of personrel at the
senior management and programmatic levels arecause for concem for the future stability of
the SpaceGrant program. In patticular, the changes that arehaving the greaestimpaad are

Deputy Chief Education Officer for Education Programs. This high-level position within the
Office of Educaion, previously held by Dr. Clifford W. Houston, uril his departure from
NASA in October 2004,remains urfill ed. The Office of Educaioninitiated a seard to fill the positionin November 2004, btito date, no
seledion has been made.

Diredor of the Division o Higher Education: Dr. Brad R. Weiner (former PR SpaceGrant Diredor) finished his IPA in mid-January, and
returned to his acalemic pasition at the University of Puerto Rico —Rio Piedras. The Office of Educaionis currently condwcting aseard for a
new division dredor. Dr. Katie Blanding, who has served as the Program Manager for the Graduate Student Researder Program and NASA
Faaulty Fellowship Program, is the Acting Diredor for the Division d Higher Education.

SpaeGrant Fellows Ms. Margarita (Magui) Cardorafinished herterm as a SpaceGrant fellow on January 31, 2005and hes accepted a
management pasition in the sponsored researt dfice of the University of Maryland - Baltimore Courty. While aseard for areplacanent for
Magui has begun, noseledion hes been made. Dr. L. Michad Freeman hasjoined the SpaceGrant tean at NASA HQ as a part time SpaceGrant
fellow. While hewill focus primarily onNASA EPS®R, he will also assistActing SG Diredor, Diane D. DeTroye, in managing SpaceGrant.

Space Exploration Academy: One of the results of the 2004Aldridge Commissbn report is the anticipated credion d the SpaceExploration
Academy. A preliminaty Statement of Work describing the future SpaceExploration Academy was released by NASA in January 2005 an RFPis
expeded in eaty March. Many of the expeced outcomes of the SpaceExploration Academy areconsistent with the ongang work of the National
SpaceGrant Consortium. Dr. Richard Henry, Diredor of the Maryland SG, has gradously volunteeral to head upthe effort on behalf of Space
Grant.

2004 Competitions. Results of the 2004Workforce Devel opment Competition werereleased in January 2005. Awards weremade in three
categories: single-state propaosals (32), multi-state propasals (1 awad to 12consortia), and Intemational SpaceStation (ISS Engineeiing Outreat
(8 awadsto 7 consortia). The 2004competitionfor upgadesto designated states has yet to be annourced, pendngthe implementation o a new
processfor intemal competiti ons within the Office of Education.

FYO05 Core Funding: Budget padages for the core fundng (albeit at a significantly reduced fundng level) for all consortia have been prepared
by NASA SpaceGrant and areawadti ng assgnment of the acourtsat GSFC NASA HQ anticipates that the acourts will be creded in the near
future, and the grant padkages will subsequently go ou to the consortia without any further delays. Projedions for the out-yeassin the FY 06 budgt
for the Office of Education show still greaerreductions. SG will haveto be espedaly vigilant to avoid
being atarget of those cuts from its base budggt.

NASA Acting Administrator to Attend National SG Directors Meeting: On Friday March 4,
NASA Acting Administrator Frederick D. Gregory will addressthe National SG Direcor’s Courcil
Medingin Arlington, VA. It has been amostten years, sincethe NASA Administrator has attended a
SpaceGrant National Meding. His attendance presents an excdlent oppatunity to showcase the far-
reating merits of our program. Spedad thanks to the Minnesota SpaceGrant Consortium for helping to
arrange Mr. Gregory’ s visit. Biographicd information onMr. Gregory can be foundat http://
www.hasa.gov/abou/highlights/AN_Feature Deputy.html.
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