NASA NATIONAL SPACE GRANT COLLEGE & FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

(SPACE GRANT)

Space Grant At a Glance:

· Space Grant is national organization comprised of 52 State Directors that operate the NASA Space Grant Program in their state.

· There are over 2000 scientists and engineers, over 550 colleges and universities, and over 300 other organizations engaged in delivering Space Grant activities to K-12 students and teachers, undergraduate and graduate students, and the general public. The magnitude of Space Grant’s reach nationally is shown on the attached Fact Sheet. 

· The attached Figure A provides examples of the kinds of projects that the Space Grant consortia in the states are conducting to contribute to the future workforce of NASA and related technology companies.

· While Space Grant operates projects at each level along the educational pathway,  the core of the effort and the majority of the funds are focused on the undergraduate level.

· Space Grant performs two critical functions in the states: 

(1) They operate programs with the funds received from NASA, which ranges from $225K- $475K per state, annually. These funds are matched with anywhere from $2-$3 of non-federal funds for every NASA dollar.

(2) The Space Grant Office in each state serves as a clearinghouse and in-state technical assistance provider for other sources of funds and opportunities for students, teachers and faculty.

· Space Grant activities help support movement by NASA and Congress to address the national “brain drain” issue in the aerospace engineering workforce.

Space Grant Request:
(1) Release of the $28.2 million appropriated by Congress in FY 2005.  To date,  NASA has released only slightly over $15 million. The National Space Grant Alliance (NSGA) would like the remaining funds released this year.  Likewise, NSGA wants the “full cost accounting deduction” reduced from the currently proposed 18% to 6%.  

(2) The Space Grant Directors would like to have a timetable for the release of funds and would like NASA to adhere to this timetable.

(3) NSGA requests a FY 2006 Appropriation for Space Grant of $29.55M, a $1.35M increase over the FY 2005 Appropriation and a $10.45M increase over the President’s Request.

