Alliance Telecon  1/10/2013
Participants: Henry, Mary, Sandy Carolyn Fuller, Jaydeep Mukherjee,  Terry Shehata, Angela, Cassandrea, Chris House, Joe Danek, Jack Higginbotham, Steve Ruffin, Toni Galvin, John Gregory, Gary Slater, Yervant
Minutes of the Board Meeting on 10/25/12

Motion- Chris

Second- Angela

All in favor- minutes approved

John – What to do the next 2 months

4 issues


1 What will happen with the 2013 budget?


2 What will happen with the 2014 budget?


3 Appropriations

Carolyn Senate and House appropriation committee met and both had similar number for Space Grant. However the bill was not enacted.
2013 Budget (Carolyn)


CR might be extended for full year at some level


Worst case scenario is sequestration

Tactics for 2013
Carolyn- Want the highest amount we can get


Fund the states that were not forwarded and then use leftover funds for augmentation

John
Encourage directors to talk to their congressman about the defiect this year


What encouragement can we give directors?
Carolyn- helpful for people who have members in the appropriate committee to approach the members
There will be no language in the bill

Our message is very complex and very few people will go into that much detail

First thing to talk about the $200K cut in 2012 budget. Secondly there is a lot of uncertainty in 2013 budget.

Thirdly tell congress that fund the states that were not forward funded and the rest for augmentation to all consortia as in the past.
The consensus of the board was not to use the word augmentation but say remaining funds to be given to all 52 states consortia

Steve- What level do we talk about?

Carolyn- The level is $38.9 Mill however the level is not know  ? Congress can have a CR after March with a 5 year cut

2014 Budget

Carolyn- President budget on February 4 It might be late

John-    Go for $40Million for 2014

Angela- any chance of language in 2014

Carolyn- it will be difficult to include language

Authorization

Mary Sandy sent a proposal to John to request $52 Million (1Million/State) equally distributed 

Current level is $45.6 Million

Congress Polalzo will chair the authorizing committee for space

Larmar Smith (Texas) is in charge of the full authorization bill

Joe_ Authorization has 2 parts one is the dollar amount second is how we use the funds

Steve- Use Space Grant plan to focus on topics for the new authorization.

Carolyn- House side will act authorization in 2 – 3 months

Carolyn -Under the house rules they are not authorizing levels able CR level

This is not the case for Senate

Joe will help orchestrate this along with Steve, Terry, Mary and John
John is requesting a draft by the first week in February.

Steve will email copies of strategic plan to board member and Joe will email copies of previous authorization bill

Next telecon February 14th, 2013

Telecon adjourned at 4:00PM 

