National Space Grant Alliance Telecon  Minutes

August 17, 2010
Board Members Participating: Majid Jaraiedi, Joe Danek, Chris Brown, Raji Patel,  Chris Koehler, Dick Henry, Pat Hynes, Carolyn Fuller, Pete Schultz, Bill Garrard, Yervant Terzian, Mary Sandy, and Jaydeep Mukherjee
Members Absent: John Gregory
Update on Congressional activity (Carolyn Fuller)
Authorization Bill: House did not get authorization passed- still pending. Senate passed their authorization bill with SG at the current level ($45.6M).  Outlook for final NASA authorization bill is 50-50.

Appropriations Bill - House marked up to the sub-committee level and has not gone to the full committee level. Officially no figure but Carolyn was told that that SG will be at last year’s level. On the Senate side, they have marked up in full committee and at the President’s budget request level
Carolyn mentioned that we may see a Continuing Resolution  (CR) in September that will carry NASA and SG into December. Hopefully an Omnibus in December

Yervant asked If we go to CR for full year, will SG be at last year’s level or Presidents level. Carolyn replied that it could be either. Inclination may be to ride it at last year’s appropriations level , but NASA could select the lower level . The CR before the election may be below last year’s level (Overall not just NASA).
Yervant also mentioned that the States would like to avoid 2 RFP’s per year. If the CR is at a lower level, then there will be one RFP at the lower budget and when the budget is higher there will be a second RFP. Caroline replied that this is the case with a number of programs.  Joe Danek mentioned that we should plan for 2 RFPs for next year

SG Overview

Mary Sandy mentioned that the SG overview presentation was backed down? a bit and there is a need to  go back to the presentation at DC . Mary Sandy will share notes with Chris Brown and Yervant Terzian.
Chris Brown reminded the Board that Chris Koehler had sent out a note for input to the presentation to the Education Design Committee for August 31st. Chris Koehler mentioned that he is working on the presentation and have a draft by tomorrow morning.

DC Alliance dues issue

Mary Sandy  provided a background on this issue. Richard Berendzen from DC Space Grant was concerned that he had not paid the alliance dues. DC Space Grant does not have any industry to help pay for the dues.  Because of nonpayment of due, Richard felt he had to resign from the Alliance Board. The DC Space Grant had requested the Board that since the DC Space Grant was able to get the meeting rooms for the Alliance meeting free of charge and because of the time invested by the DC staff on the Alliance meetings, the DC Space Grant should be excused from payment of Alliance dues. 
Mary responded to Richard with the Board’sresponse which was that the dues and meeting support were two separate matters.  The Alliance should pay for the meeting rooms and DC still had to pay the Alliance dues.  Richard had then suggested to Mary that  Alliance pay for Eric’s time for the Alliance Meeting

Mary proposed to the Board that the Alliance pay DC Space Grant for Eric’s service.  Yervant  suggested that someone should also estimate the cost for the services. Mary mentioned that she will ask for a quote from Eric. Yervant suggested that Alliance hire Eric to arrange the Alliance Meeting. The consensus of the Board was for Mary to get in touch with Eric and get a quote from him.

By-laws regarding Nominations for the Alliance Board
A concern regarding whether Directors only or also Co-Directors are eligible to serve on the Board and to vote. Bill Garrard mentioned that the by-laws state that the board will be elected from members who are Directors. There was a discussion on Co-directors and deputy directors and the consensus was that only Co-directors are eligible to vote. Deputy Directors and others are not eligible to vote.
Yervant asked whether there should be an exclusive statement that only one Co –director from a state can be eligible to vote. Bill agreed that there needs to be another change in the by –laws and he will work on the wording for consideration at  the next Board telecom.  The final wording accepted by the Board will be presented to the membership at the full Alliance meeting on October 15.
Mary reminded the Board that the Alliance Board Meeting is on Thursday from  11:00 AM -12:45 PM
The Full Alliance Meeting will be held on Friday from 4:00PM to 5:00PM [subsequently changed to 5:30 p.m. ending time]
Mary suggested that the language for the proxy on the Nominations process should say that notifications should go both to the Alliance Chair and the Nominating Board Chair.
Update by Chris Koehler from the Ex-Com
-Diane DeTroye briefed Education Design Team

-Diane met with Charlie Bolden, Jim Stoffan and Lori Garver
-Lot of good occurred with Lori Garver and her discussion on SG
- Jim and Diane are both working on concerns raised by Bolden.
-No information about augmentation.
DC minutes

· Approval at next telecom

· Next telecom is September 27th at 2:00PM EDT
