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Minutes of the Alliance General Board Meeting – October 14, 2013 in Charleston, SC
John Gregory convened the meeting at 4:05pm
Minutes of Alliance Board Meeting on February 27, 2013 in Washington DC: Pete Sukanek moved to approve the minutes, Cassandra Runyon seconded the motion. All in favor
Elections: The elections for 4 vacancies on the Alliance Board of Directors, was conducted by Bill Garrard, Chair of the Nominating Committee. The nominating committee listed the following Directors in the ballot
1. Alec Gilmore

2. Dick Henry

3. Raji Patel

4. Pete Schultz

5. Chris Brown

6. Terry Sehata

7. Scott Tarry
Bill Garrard asked for nominations from the floor. Peter Sukanek nominated Chris Brown who accepted the nomination. Chris Brown’s name was added to the ballot
Wally Fowler moved to close the nominations. The motion was seconded by Pete Schutlz. All in favor
The nominees introduced themselves to the Alliance membership.
Treasurers Report – Toni Galvin provided a financial summary of the Alliance

· 2013 dues: Invoices and 2 sets of reminders were sent out via email
· Alliance expenditures for 2013 (Jan 1-Oct 7) WAS $127,742

· Pending: Estimated $47,520 plus expenses

· 2014 invoices will be emailed in November of 2013 with a due date of Jan 1, 2014
Update from Leslie Gilbert (VSA)
John Gregory introduced Dr. Leslie Gilbert from VSA
Leslie Gilbert  talked about 4 major issues.
· Government Shutdown/ Delays 

· Debt Ceiling/Continuing Resolution/Sequestration

· Reauthorization

· Space Grant Status
Leslie focused on the overview of funding for the consortia

For NASA Space Grant

	
	Authorization
	Appropriation

	2011
	$45.6m
	$45.5m

	2012
	$45.6m
	$38.9m

	2013
	$45.6m
	$37.2m

	2014*
	?
	?

	Committees
	House Science
Senate Commerce
	House CJS Approps
Senate CJS Approps


Key NASA Actions & Impact  

· FY2010-13. Over the last 4 years NASA was appropriated a total of $167.3M for the Space Grant Program.  The Agency obligated $148.7M for the program-- $14.1M less than the Congressional appropriations.   

· FY2012-13.  Over the last 2 Fiscal Years, by eliminating the standard "augmentation" awards to each consortia, NASA unilaterally reallocated an estimated $20M from the program and forward funded Years 4 & 5 of the current 5-yr Space Grant awards to 28 states.   This resulted in a 30-35% reduction in funding to all State Consortia, averaging $400,000-$500,000 per state.     

· Of the FY 13 appropriation of $37.2, NASA has an estimated $6.1M in unobligated funds.   Assuming a $37.2M appropriation for Space Grant in FY 14, NASA will have over $43.3M in available funds, with only est. $13.5M needed to fulfill their obligations on all current 5yr SG awards.  Thus, in FY 14 NASA would have approximately $30M in uncommitted funds in the Space Grant account.   
SG Consortia Status Summary

· 28 states received funding for 5 yrs --- NASA commitments fulfilled.

· 24 states received funding for 4 yrs --- NASA owes 5th year approximating $13.5M.

· 52 states received no “augmentations” for 2 yrs    --- NASA makes no commitments.
Budget Scenario Summary
· NASA has $6.1M unobligated, as of 10/11/13.

· NASA needs est. $13.5M to provide 5th year funding to 24 states.

· Net new FY 14 $ needed for SG is $7.4M.

· With a $37.2 FY 14 appropriation, $29.8M will be available for ??? What???   
John Gregory raised 4 issues that he wanted the Alliance membership to provide guidance on what action to take on them
1. NASA will have $30M unaccounted for in the 5th year. What action should we take?

2. There were no good reasons provided by the program office on why some states were forward funded and some were not.

3. NASA is preparing the performance scheme for the 5th 5-year grant period. This should reflect the proposals submitted by the states and formally accepted by NASA and should not be related to goals or targets that were changed unilaterally by NASA

4. NASA is considering its call for the next 5 year program. There is clear evidence that NASA is trying to re-invent SG. Given that each consortium is a partnership of stakeholders, each contributing its own funds in match, should the states have a say along with NASA in the formulation of the new program

Meeting was adjourned at 5:25pm
