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Minutes of the Alliance Board Meeting – October 13, 2013 in Charleston, SC
Participants

Alliance Board Members:  John Gregory, Jaydeep Mukherjee, Heather Nelson, Cassandra Runyon,  Jack Higginbotham, Toni Galvin, Gary Slater, Pete Schultz, Dick Henry, Steve Ruffin, and Yervant Terzian
Guests: Leslie Gilbert (VSA)
Minutes of Alliance Board Meeting on February 26, 2013 in Washington DC: Gary Slater moved to approve the minutes, Pete Schultz seconded the motion. All in favor
Treasurers Report – Toni Galvin

· Toni Galvin told the Board that she had submitted last year’s tax return
· Toni presented the Auditors report. The report mentioned a concern that all the accounting is handled by one person. There were no issues or significant difficulties

· Toni circulated the Treasurers report

Mary Sandy made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Gary Slater seconded. All in favor.
Alliance Dues
John Gregory reminded the Board that the due date for Alliance dues is normally January 1st. He also mentioned that the bylaws state that members who have not within 9 months of the due date are inactive. Yervant Terzian made a motion to accept January 1st as the due date. Mary Sandy seconded the motion.  All in favor
John Gregory asked the Board that if there are some members who have not paid the full amount by October 1st but they have an intention to pay, then can these states be able to vote. Steve Ruffin made a motion to give the Alliance chair authorization to make a short-term exemption of October 1 for extraordinary circumstances. Gary Slater seconded the motion. Pete Schultz made a friendly amendment to the motion that states that the Chair will report the exceptions to the Board. Steve Ruffin and Gary Slater agreed to this amendment.  All in favor.  Dick Henry absented himself from voting

John Gregory’s presentation to the General membership
John Gregory showed the presentation that he will be making to the General membership on October 14, 2013 to the Board. He pointed out 2 questions for discussion at the General meeting.

· For 2013, Congress has appropriated $15M more than NASA has given to the states.  Should the states have a say in how the funds should be used?
· 25th year evaluation rubrics should be based on what the states proposed and not on what NASA wants
Update from Leslie Gilbert (VSA)
Leslie Gilbert reviewed the presentation that will be shown to the General Alliance membership on October 14, 2013. Listed below are the main points
· Government Shutdown/ Delays 

· Debt Ceiling/Continuing Resolution/Sequestration

· Reauthorization

· Space Grant Status
Leslie focused on the overview of funding for the consortia

For NASA Space Grant

	
	Authorization
	Appropriation

	2011
	$45.6m
	$45.5m

	2012
	$45.6m
	$38.9m

	2013
	$45.6m
	$37.2m

	2014*
	?
	?

	Committees
	House Science
Senate Commerce
	House CJS Approps
Senate CJS Approps


Key NASA Actions & Impact  

· FY2010-13. Over the last 4 years NASA was appropriated a total of $167.3M for the Space Grant Program.  The Agency obligated $148.7M for the program-- $14.1M less than the Congressional appropriations.   

· FY2012-13.  Over the last 2 Fiscal Years, by eliminating the standard "augmentation" awards to each consortia, NASA unilaterally reallocated an estimated $20M from the program and forward funded Years 4 & 5 of the current 5-yr Space Grant awards to 28 states.   This resulted in a 30-35% reduction in funding to all State Consortia, averaging $400,000-$500,000 per state.     

· Of the FY 13 appropriation of $37.2, NASA has an estimated $6.1M in unobligated funds.   Assuming a $37.2M appropriation for Space Grant in FY 14, NASA will have over $43.3M in available funds, with only est. $13.5M needed to fulfill their obligations on all current 5yr SG awards.  Thus, in FY 14 NASA would have approximately $30M in uncommitted funds in the Space Grant account.   
SG Consortia Status Summary

· 28 states received funding for 5 yrs --- NASA commitments fulfilled.

· 24 states received funding for 4 yrs --- NASA owes 5th year approximating $13.5M.

· 52 states received no “augmentations” for 2 yrs    --- NASA makes no commitments.
Budget Scenario Summary
· NASA has $6.1M unobligated, as of 10/11/13.

· NASA needs est. $13.5M to provide 5th year funding to 24 states.

· Net new FY 14 $ needed for SG is $7.4M.

· With a $37.2 FY 14 appropriation, $29.8M will be available for ??? What???   
Mary Sandy made a point to congratulate Leslie Gilbert . 
Gary Slater moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:30am. Pete Schultz seconded the motion. All in favor
