MINUTES OF THE SPACE GRANT ALLIANCE

Board of Directors Meeting

Atlanta, GA

October 26, 2008
Attending: Erian Armanios, Luke Flynn, Paul Hardersen, Majid Jaraiedi, Mary Sandy, Yervant Terzian, Jean Teasdale, Richard Conn Henry, Peter Schultz

Absent: Pat Hynes, Bill Hiscock, Jeff Hoffman,  

Guests: Chris Koehler, Joe Danek, John Gregory, Raji Patel, John Kosmatica

Meeting:

· Chair Yervant Terzian called the meeting to order at 11:07 AM.  

· There was a motion and a second to allow John Gregory and John Kosmatica to attend the meeting as guests.  The motion was passed.

· There was a motion and a second to accept the minutes.  The motion passed.

· Bill Byrd accepted nominations for the election of members of the Board to fill 4 vacancies.  Officers are elected by the members of the Board.

· The chair presented the State of the Alliance

· Current members of the Board and when terms expire

· 2010 (Erian Armanios, Jeffrey Hoffman, Peter Schultz, Jean Teasdale

· 2009 (Luke Flynn, Paul Hardersen, Richard Conn Henry, Majid Jaraiedi)

· 2008 (Bill Hiscock, Pat Hynes, Mary Sandy, Yervant Terzian)

· The Alliance organizational purpose

· The members of the Alliance 5-year funding committee (Richard Conn Henry, chair; Yervant Terzian, ex-officio; Peter Schultz; Dermott Mullan; John Gregory; Jean Teasdale 

· The FY 2009 House language – National Space Grant College and Fellowship program - $40,000,000 (35 @ 815K and 17@ $615K with $1.02M remaining)

· Senate language includes $28.732M the same as the President’s request

· Joe Danek indicated that  full cost accounting of 8% is not acceptable by the House committee.  NASA has indicated that they will not take more than $1M.  There probably will not be another budget until March 2009.  Normally, the language in a continuing resolution is to continue funding at the prior year’s level or at the President’s budget, whichever is less, but not this year.  NASA does not consider the SG program to be an earmark, but it treats any plus-ups as an earmark.  

· The Chair presented a budget summary for the Space Grant Program from 1998 to present.  In FY 2008, the budget included $34.645M to Consortia and $7.664M to NASA for administration with $0.891M for other.

· Past Consortia budgets were presented from 1997 to 2008 with a breakdown between Designated and Non-Designated.  The ratio of Designated to Non-Designated has decreased from 2.24 in 1997 to 1.33 in 2008.

· The Five Year Funding Plan proposed having all Consortia at the $1M level by 2011.  This may not be doable if some Consortia do not meet the minimum requirement for submitting a proposal for upgrade.  There are currently 35 Designated and 17 Non-Designated consortia.

· Joe Danek stressed that there needs to be a more organized approach to the Senate and that the language needs to be reviewed again. 

· The Chair thanked VSA/TIG for their work.

· There was a discussion about the Alliance meetings in Washington, DC in March.  Wednesday morning at 8:00 am, an Alliance meeting will be held to prepare for Hill visits.  Because of NASA’s regulations on travel reimbursement, everyone will have to pay for one night of lodging from non-SG funds.

· The travel restriction for NASA employees will impact Diane DeTroye’s ability to manage the program by limiting her attendance at regional meetings.

· Guests were requested to leave prior to the Treasurer’s Report.  The Alliance is in good shape financially.  Fees for FY 2009 will be proportional to the amount a Consortium receives from NASA.  Designated will pay $5,000, Non-Designated may  pay $3,850.

· The Board recognized the chair for his service to the Alliance Board.

The Chair closed the meeting at 12:20 PM

Respectfully submitted: Jean A. Teasdale, Secretary

