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MISSION:  
To increase the number of  

under-represented undergraduate and 

graduate students participating in  

NASA technical competitions.  



 

 

 

 

1. Provide hands-on and real world experience for students 

2. Increase the likelihood of student retention in STEM 

3.  Make the students more desirable to employers 

Space Grant and 

other NASA entities  

have proven that 

competitions: 
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MICI works to increase participation 

from under-represented  

students in 2 ways 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

1. Hosting live virtual conference sessions  

on NASA technical competitions 



 

 

 

 

 

 
* Live broadcasts with full audio/video of 

presenter 
 

* Simultaneous display of PowerPoint 

presentations 

 

* Ability for students to submit questions  

via chat OR via their computer’s microphone 

 

* Ability to access recordings of all 

presentations 24 / 7 / 365 

 

* Conference-like interface that encourages 

students to explore different technical 

contests   

VIRTUAL CONFERENCE  

SESSIONS FEATURE: 
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MICI has produced more than 70 hours  

of presentations from: 

 
* NASA contest organizers 

* Contest subject matter experts 

* NASA Representatives from Education 

 

covering 11 different challenges plus 

other NASA opportunities for students  
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1,061 students and 255 faculty members are 

registered in MICI who represent 425 universities.   
 

126 of these universities are MSIs 
 

60% of the students registered  

in MICI are minorities 

 
All of the demographic data is  

collected immediately upon registration 
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The second way MICI works to 

increase participation from  

under-represented students is: 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2. Providing small grants to MSIs to participate  

in NASA technical challenges 



 

 

 

 

 

 
* Provides up to $4,000 to an MSI to help 

underwrite costs associated with competing 

in a NASA technical competition 
 

* Funds can be used for equipment and/or 

travel to the competition 

 

* Encourages MSIs to build a senior design 

course or special topics course around the 

challenge 

 

* Requires them to participate in virtual 

mentoring sessions pertaining to the 

challenge. 

 

MICI Grants to MSIs: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

21 MSIs submitted an application for grant funding.   

 

10 MSIs were selected for funding based on: 
 

(a) experience of faculty in leading outside student projects / initiatives  

(b) level of willingness to implement a course around the challenge  

(c) a distribution geographically and ethnically diverse awards. 

 

2011 MICI Grants to MSIs 
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So, how can MICI and Space Grant 

programs work together? 
 

 

 

 



1. MICI can serve as a vehicle for NSGCFP to 

reach MSIs on a national scale. 

  

2. MICI can promote specific SG technical 

challenges, opportunities, activities. 

  

3.  If SGs want to provide funding, MICI has a 

system in place to award these funds to MSIs 

to compete in technical challenges. 
 



 FYI …MICI is funded on a no-cost extension  

through September 30, 2013 

 

We are open to any ideas for partnerships 

which would allow us to continue to serve  

under-represented students  

nationally or in specific states.  

  
 

 



VISIT MICI WEBSITE: 
NASAMICI.com  

 

 

 VISIT MICI VIRTUAL 

CONFERENCE: 
NASAMICIConference.com  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Co-PI - Dr. Jason Black 

jblack@cis.famu.edu 

 

PI - Dr. Clement Allen 

allen@cis.famu.edu  

 

 

Coordinator - Paul Secor  

Paul@SecorStrategies.com 

 

 

CONTACT US: 
 

 

 


